But even if we grant that this argument proves the
universe must have had a cause, how does that help the
argument for the existence of God? Despite what some
theists might argue, scientists don’t all believe that the
universe appeared uncaused from absolute nothingness.
There are, in fact, a number of theories about how our
universe (and, perhaps, other universes) might have
come into being that make no appeal to a deity or
divine intelligence.

When you come right down to it, if this argument
proves anything, it’s nothing we don’t already know.

1o download additional tracts or purchase a copy of Ask Yourself to Be
Moral, please visit blogiamanatheist.com

“Buruueyd 10 UOIIUSAIIUT SUIAIP INOYIIM

J[osa1 pasned A[dwrs oAy Aew 9SUIS SUIOS UT ISIDATUN
9 “95BD 1B UT JI S 1YSTW 9M PUE QW PIILIID JAEY
01 pox) 10§ 100p 211 Furuado 195 910J2q U0 01
PI9U 1 USI0P 2STNED J] “PULISIOPUN I UOP IM ISIIATUN I3
Inoqe FUTYIdWOS ST IIDYA 10 DIDYMIWOS W Jo ueds
9ITULUT UE PIIPUT SeM 219U 199JJd 91032 JUI0D SAEMTE
1 US20p asned :san1[IqIssod pon)-uou 991y SN SIAIS STYT

"1 papad21d dAey 10U pynod owm

JO 2SNED DU 0S “ASIXD 1 USIOP WM JT 2092 2padaxd 1 ued
sNED INg *9SNED © PrY ALY SN qudwngre s 3re1n) 4q
‘pue Suruurdaq © ey oW U] PIISIXd OWIN 210J2q
jurod e sem 21971 JT ¢ SAIIRUIDI[E I ST IBYM INg "SI0P

11 sdeyIo "9sI9ATUN INO SPISINO W Jo porrad ruyur
ue sorjdwr voneue[dxs Jernaey € 1ey) wods ySrw Iy

¢Jernaeuradns oya ownsse Aym

os ‘parednsaaut oq ued Lriqissod 1oyarou aurod s1ya

1y ‘Ternaeu Suryaowos st 21013 1eyd sasodoxd astoyae oy
“9SIDATUN INO dpIsINo Sunsixs [ernieuradns uryrowos
sasodoxd 15191 91 [TYM INg *SISTXD AJAYI] ISIPATUN INO
ap1sino uryrowos 1ey1 2213e os[e 9\ “Sueq 31g oY1 Jo
SWM Y2 1€ ISTXD 01 ULZ0q ISIPATUN INO T2 9213 [[E I\

9“’?

Mvust THERE HAVE BEEN
A DIVINE FIRST CAUSE?

A Question of Moral Atheism

from blog.iamanatheist.com

RS

©2009 D. Cancilla. Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-
Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 United States License

‘tgdosojrgd
21uvysy Jo 14vd GuamnSiw jrarsojousor wvpyyy a4 o utiofv st sy,

‘Temaeuradns 1ou

<
[EINIBU ST ISIDATUN S PISNED IDAIIEYM T8 109dX5 03
SN pea] p[nom 20UIIddXa 1By, ¢9SNED [EINILU € ST 2INIEU
ut SUryIAWOS Jo AsNEd £I9AD 1B 2dUdLIdXD N0 IN0qe
moy quawngie stya Sunaidioiur usym 25usLIdXD UOo
A]21 01 3ut03 21 2M J] "2511ED © SEY 1090 A10A3 2B SN
S[[22 92UDIIAdXD 1B ST [BISIOAOIIUOIUN SUIIIS T UOSELIT
a1 Ing Tersaaonuodun £1101d suads Osned € ey
15TX9 01 suT3aq ey3 SuTYIAIoAD e OstTrraxd 1511y oy,

*0201d £q 9591d 3udwNZIe 91 I JOO[ $397T
¢s151X0 — £119p AUe 10 — por) ey1 2401d 1e3 S20P
JJPSI1 JO OPISINO ISNED & PBY ALY ISOIW ISIIATUN Y J]

“farqiqussodur ue st owm jo ueds gruyur ue asnesdq
‘$9SNED JO SITIAS AITUUT UE 9q J0UUED 2191 1By Suikes
£q asturoxd puodas oy $9510JUTOI OF _ "9SNIED © ARY
ISIW 9SIDATUN DY “DTI0JOIIYT, “ISTXD 01 Ue3dq ISIIATUN
YT, "asned B SBY] ISIXD 03 Su132q 18y SUrqLIoAT
:panSre oym SrexD) oue weri A £q ya1oy ind sem suo
rendod y "suwr1oy Aurwr Ut SOWO0D 9SIPATUN O JO
asnIED 1511y ATESSIIIU B St POD) MO LNTWNDAV TH L



THE ARGUMENT FOR God as a necessary first cause
of the universe comes in many forms. A popular
one was put forth by William Lane Craig who argued:
“Everything that begins to exist has a cause. The
universe began to exist. Therefore, the universe must
have a cause.” He reinforces the second premise by
saying that there cannot be an infinite series of causes,
because an infinite span of time is an impossibility.

If the universe must have had a cause outside of itself,
does that prove that God — or any deity — exists?
Let’s look at the argument piece by piece.

The first premise, that everything that begins to exist
has a cause, seems pretty uncontroversial. But the
reason it seems uncontroversial is that experience tells
us that every effect has a cause. If we're going to rely

on experience when interpreting this argument, how
about our experience that every cause of something in
nature is a natural cause? That experience would lead us
to expect that whatever caused the universe is natural,
not supernatural.

*This is a form of the Kalam cosmological argument, part of Islamic
philosophy.

ISUIIN] SAIVIS ;791]24[) 0¢ SYLo ] 2a1Ivaria (] ON—]ﬁ?JAQWWOJuON
-ZlO?Jﬂq]Ajjy SUOULULOT) 2a1]VILT) 19}9%71 PQSMJJ]’] 'ﬁ]]}JuVD ‘a 6000

9\'#3

UL02°1512G IV UV ULV 150]q UL04]

WSISYIY [EIOJA JO UONISINT) Y

sASAV)) LSUL] ANIAI(] V
NAI FAVH TIATH], LSO

R

We all agree that our universe began to exist at the time
of the Big Bang. We also agree that something outside
our universe likely exists. But while the theist proposes
something supernatural existing outside our universe,
the atheist proposes that there is something natural. At
this point, neither possibility can be investigated, so
why assume the supernatural?

It might seem that a natural explanation implies an

infinite period of time outside our universe. Perhaps it

does. But what is the alternative? If there was a point

before time existed, then time had a beginning and,

by Craig’s argument, must have had a cause. But cause
b) . . b .

can’t precede effect if time doesn’t exist, so the cause of

time could not have preceded it.

This gives us three non-God possibilities: cause doesn’t
always come before effect, there was indeed an infinite
span of time somewhere, or there is something about
the universe we don’t understand. If cause doesn’t need
to come before effect, opening the door for God to
have created time, and we might ask if, in that case, the
universe in some sense may have simply caused itself
without divine intervention or planning.
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QUESTIONS OF MORAL ATHEISM:
INSTRUCTIONS

We appreciate your interest in helping us spread information about moral atheism! To make
copies of this pamphlet for your own use or to share with friends, follow these simple steps:

1. Print pages one and two of this document, one on each side of the same piece of paper
(if you don’t have access to a duplex printer, print page one, put the page back in the paper
tray upside down, and print page two — depending on the type of printer, you may have to
experiment a bit).

2. Cut the printout in two, using the thin rules across the middle of the page as a guide.
3. Fold the two pieces of paper in half, making a pair of small pamphlets.

4. Keep one of the pamphlets to read, and give the other away to an interested friend or stranger.

That’s it! If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments, we invite you to share them by
leaving a comment on blog.iamanatheist.org. Thanks!





